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Botswana

Thai gover nment collaborateswith UNDP to fight the HIV/AIDS
pandemicin Africa

Gaborone, Botswana: 16 November 2005: A
major international workshop on HIV/AIDS
started in Gaborone, Botswana today.

The three day workshop on “Comprehensive
Response to HIV/AIDS Prevention and Care” is
the initiative of the Thai government in pursuit of
meeting Millennium Development goal 6, of
militating against any new infection by 2015.

The workshop brought in expert delegates from
some nine southern African countries to share
and learn from each other and from lessons from
Thailand.

The workshop held in the capital city of Botswana
comes in the light of unabating HIV/AIDS
prevalence in the sub-continent. With this
situation and trend, responding to the rapid
spread and consequences of the HIV/AIDS
pandemic is one of the most critical challenges to
human development in Sub Saharan Africa.

Current statistics indicate that as a result of the
pandemic some 70 million lives would be lost by
2010. “This is more than a statistic. This is
tragedy. In the face of new advances in medicine
and science this is unacceptable,” said the Thai
Vice Minister of Foreign Affair, Dr Virachai
Virameteekul, when opening the workshop.

Dr Virameteekul informed African delegates that
Thailand learned a painful lesson on how to cope
with the deadly disease and would like to share
their experiences with their African colleagues.

Thailand’s response to HIV/AIDS is a story of
impressive achievement. Since the early 1990s
yearly infections have fallen dramatically and
millions of lives have been spared. Thailand is
one of the very first countries to have achieved
Millennium Development Goals 6 — to begin to
reverse the spread of the virus by 2015, well
ahead of the target date.

The Vice Minister
Thailand, Dr Dr Virachai Virameteekul (left)
sharing ideas with UNDP acting Resident
Representative for Botswana, Ms Viola
Morgan (centre) and the Acting Resident
Coordinator, Mr Gordon Jonathan Lewis
(right), at the opening ceremony of the
workshop
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This workshop is also meant to further facilitate
South-South cooperation. “It offers opportunity for
experience sharing and networking”, said UNDP
Acting Resident Representative in Botswana Ms
Viola Morgan when welcoming delegates to the
workshop. “We are here today to share
experiences, best practices, methodologies and
lessons learnt from nine African countries as well
as from Thailand,” she explained.

The workshop is based on the fact that both
Thailand and African countries have been
implementing programmes and activities to fight
HIV/AIDS epidemic through active involvement of
all stakeholders at all levels.

The workshop is attended by some 70
participants mostly from southern Africa. Some
resource persons from across a wide spectrum of
Thai society also attended. These include
officials of the Royal Thai government, civil




society, international development agencies as
well as the clergy and representatives of people
living with HIV/AIDS organisations.

Participants included members of the
diplomatic community, government senior
officials, civil society as well as the media

Prior to the start of the workshop the visiting
delegates had the opportunity to go on site visits
of some project aimed at mitigating the impact of
the HIV/AIDS pandemic.

They visited a home-based care facility in the
village of Gabane, just in the western outskirts of
the capital city. They also had the opportunity to
interact with a group of young vulnerable ladies
called Nkaikela project — young peer educators.

In the village of Mochudi, some 35 kilometres to
the north of Gaborone they had the opportunity to
visit the Botswana Family Welfare Association
(BOFWA) clinic which gives reproductive health
lessons and life skills to the youth in the village
and the outlaying areas.

Members of the Nkaikela project sharing
views and experiences with the visiting Thai
participants

When giving a vote of thanks the Acting UN
Resident Coordinator in Botswana, Mr Gordon
Jonathan Lewis thanked the government of
Thailand and UNDP for coming up with such an
initiative of collaboration in this mammoth task of
fighting HIV/AIDS. “As clearly demonstrated by
Thailand and Botswana the UN recognises that if
we are to effectively respond to the scale of
the challenge of HIV/AIDS, we need to act in
new ways of partnership like this one
demonstrated by the Royal Thai
Government, UNDP and African countries,”
he said.

United Nations Development Programme — Botswana
Tel: (267) 3952121 ext. 242
E-mail: mar x.gar ekwe@undp.org




